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SCOPE AND CONTENT

The John T. (John Terrill) Majors Papers, Addition, 1942-2007, were a gift from
John T. Majors of Pittsburgh, Pa. and Knoxville, Tenn. The collection consists of 37.5
cubic feet and is arranged in alphabetical order by document type. There are no
restrictions on this collection. The collection primarily consists of correspondence,
photographs, scrapbooks, and various football-related items from the University of
Tennessee and the University of Pittsburgh.

Large portions of the collection are letters from fans during his tenure as head
football coach at the University of Tennessee. Majors include a copy of his response in
most instances. The collection also contains numerous photographs of Majors focusing
on the years 1990-2007 as well as numerous football related materials such as football
programs, plays, media guides, and game day materials.

Also included are newspaper clippings, plaques, and Majors’ personal daily
calendars from 1968-1996, along with several scrapbooks. Pages were kept in original
order and the folders are numbered accordingly. Lastly, there are eight negatives which
are located in the vault.

See Also: Majors, John T. (John Terrill) Papers, 1956-1995 (1999-079; 2001-065;
2003-047; 2003-048; 2004-014)
Majors, Johnny, Collection, 1983-1993 (Mf. #1749)
Majors, John, Scrapbooks, 1939-1991 (Mf. # 1745)



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

University of Tennessee All-American football player and coach John T. Majors
was born May 21, 1935, in Lynchburg, the son of Shirley and Elizabeth Majors. Shirley
Majors coached football, first as a high school coach and then at the University of the
South. All five of his sons played college football: three at the University of Tennessee,
one at Florida State, and one at the University of the South. John Majors graduated from
Huntland High School in 1953, where he played for his father and scored an astonishing
565 points. Majors then enrolled at the University of Tennessee and became an All-
American tailback under Coach Bowden Wyatt. The 1956 Volunteer team won the
Southeastern Conference Championship. That year, Majors was named the SEC's Most
Valuable Player and made every All-American team. He was runner-up to Notre Dame's
Paul Hornung for the Heisman Trophy.

After graduation in 1957, Majors joined the UT coaching staff as a student coach.
In 1960 he served as an assistant coach at Mississippi State University before joining the
coaching staff of Frank Broyles at the University of Arkansas in 1964. There he met
fellow staff member Doug Dickey. In 1968 Majors became head coach at lowa State,
where he led the Cyclones to two postseason bowl games and was named Big Eight
Coach of the Year in 1971. In 1973 Majors accepted the head coaching position at the
University of Pittsburgh. When he arrived at Pitt, the Panthers had won only one game
the previous season. That fall, Majors produced a 6-5-1 record, followed by a 7-4 record
in 1974 and an 8-4 record in 1975. The 1976 team, with Heisman Trophy winner Tony
Dorsett, won the national championship.

In 1973 the Football Writers Association and the Walter Camp Foundation
honored Majors as National Coach of the Year, the same year his father, Shirley Majors,
won honors as Small College Coach of the Year. In 1976 both the Football Writers
Association and the American Football Coaches Association named him National Coach
of the Year. Majors is a charter inductee into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame. He was
selected to the All-SEC team picked by sports writers and broadcasters for the years 1950
through 1974.

In 1977 Majors returned to the University of Tennessee as head coach. He first led
the Vols to the Astro Bluebonnet Bowl against Purdue in 1979, and thereafter, Majors
and the Vols seldom missed a postseason bowl. At Tennessee Majors posted 115 SEC
victories, a feat which placed him among the top ten all-time SEC coaches for wins, and
UT won three SEC championships during his tenure.

In 1992, Majors had heart bypass surgery and was replaced by Coach Phillip
Fulmer; he then returned to his second home of Pittsburgh to once again coach the
Panthers. Throughout the mid-1990s Majors tried to recreate the magic of 1976 at Pitt but
achieved little success. He retired from coaching following the 1996 NCAA season and
served at Pitt in the position of Special Assistant to the Athletic Director and Chancellor



until the summer of 2007. A room on the second floor of the Pittsburgh Athletic
Association adjacent to Pitt's campus is dedicated to him and displays memorabilia from
his career.

Majors is married to Chattanooga native Mary Lynn Barnwell Majors. They are the

parents of two children, a son, John Ireland, and a daughter, Mary Elizabeth. Majors and
his wife, Mary Lynn now reside in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Resources: The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture and Wikipedia.org
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Transparencies---Punt Team, n.d.
Transparencies---X-Point, n.d.

Travel Materials, 1961-1979

Travel Materials, 1990-1999

Travel Materials, 2000-2007

Travel Materials, 2000-2007
Travel Materials, 2000-2007
Travel Materials, 2000-2007
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1978
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1985

Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1991-1992
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1991-1992
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1992-1993
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1992-1993
Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1993-1994



Box 63
1. Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1993-1994
2. Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1993-1994
3. Varsity Letters Club---University of Pittsburgh, 1995
4. Yearbooks---University of Tennessee, 1979

Box 64
1. Oversize---Newspapers Clippings, 1950-2007

Box 65 (Not Microfilmed)
1. Oversize---Passes and IDs, 1990-2007

Box 66
1. Oversize---Plaques, 1993-1994

Box 67
1. Oversize---Plaques, 1994-2002

Box 68
1. Oversize---Plaques, 1995-1999

Box 69
1. Oversize---Scrapbooks, 1956, 1985

Oversize Folder
1. Oversize---Photographs, Prints, Posters, 1950-2007




